


Other key findings from the 2008 survey are:

Studerlts taking most of their classes online report more deep approaches to
learning in their classes, relative to classroom-based learners. Furthermore, a
larger ~;hare of online learners reported very often participating in intellectually
challerlging course activities.

Senior's who entered as transfers lag behind their peers on several measures
of engagement. They talked less frequently with faculty about their future
plans, were less likely than their peers to work with their classmates on
assignments outside of class, and fewer participated in co-curricular activities.
On the other hand, they more frequently prepared multiple drafts of

assignments.

Nearlya quarter of first-year students and one in five seniors reported that they
frequently came to class without completing readings or assignments.

First-year students wrote on average 92 pages and seniors wrote 146 pages
during the academic year. Seniors majoring in the social sciences and arts and
humanities wrote considerably more than those studying the physical and
biologilcal sciences.

When courses provided extensive, intellectually challenging writing activities,
students engaged in more deep learning activities such as analysis, synthesis,
and integration of ideas from various sources, and they grappled more with
course ideas both in and out of the classroom. These students also reported
greater personal, social, practical, and academic learning and development.

McCormick says the findings for online learners are intriguing. "Critics of distance
education assume that face-to-face classes have inherent advantages as learning
environments. But these results indicate that those who teach classes online may be
making special efforts to engage their students. It may also be the case that online
classes appeal to students who are more academically motivated and self-directed."

Regarding students who come to class unprepared, Thomas F. Nelson Laird,
Assistant Professor and Project Manager for the Faculty Survey of Student Engagement
(FSSE), notes 'that I'it coincides with results from FSSE and NSSE indicating that
students spendl about half as much time preparing for class as faculty expect. With
ongoing concelrns about grade inflation, these findings suggest that we in the higher
education comlmunity need to examine whether we are truly holding students
accountable folr their side of the educational equation."

The NS:3E 2008 report is sponsored by The Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching.

###

The NSSE 2008 Report, Promoting Engagement for All Students: The Imperative to
Look Within, can be downloaded from the NSSE Web site (www.nsse.iub.edu) or it can
be ordered for $20 from the National Survey of Student Engagement, Indiana University
Center for Pos1[secondary Research, 1900 E. 10th Street, Suite 419, Bloomington IN
47406-7512.
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